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The one which Grey gave later—that the cabinet could not be
summoned—is unconvincing; and Lord Loreburn's imputation
about a cabal of ex-liberal leaguers1 seems disposed of by the
prime minister's part in the transaction. Probably the motive
was secrecy; the cabinet of 1906 was a large body, and leakages
from its proceedings were frequent. But it was certainly a re-
markable omission, not easy to reconcile with the practice of
cabinet government.2
The Algeciras Conference, which began on 16 January 1906,
proved a disappointment for Germany. Of twelve governments
represented, only Austria-Hungary stood by her; Italy (whom
France, it will be remembered, had compensated in advance)
did not. On the other hand Russia, in spite of Bjorko, stood by
France; so did Spain; so did Great Britain; and so in fact, though
not in form, did the United States. France and Spain obtained
mandates to police the Sultanate under a Swiss Inspector-
General; and though Germany was to butt into Morocco again
five years later, for the present she withdrew empty-handed. A
certain easing of tension followed. In the summer there was to
have been held the Second Hague Conference, which the Camp-
bell-Bannerman government desired to use for the discussion of
disarmament. It was postponed for a year; but meantime the
government, for a gesture, dropped a Dreadnought and a good
deal eke from the Cawdor programme. This was done despite
plain indications from the Kaiser that he would not allow dis-
armament to be discussed. Undeterred by them, on 2 March
1907, the prime minister published in the first number of H. W.
Massingham's then new weekly, the Nation^ an article headed
The Hague Conference and the Limitation of Armaments',
pleading for an arrest in the armaments race and stressing at the
same time the purely defensive reasons why Great Britain main-
tained a supreme navy. From the standpoint of a British liberal,
sincerely anxious for peace, disarmament, and international
goodwill, it was an admirable article. Grey had seen and ap-
1	Lord Loreburn, How the War Came (1919), 80.
2	One of the things which may have helped to prevent the conversations from
being notified to the cabinet was that on i February 1906, Sir Edward Grey's wife
was killed in a carriage accident near his home in Northumberland. He was there-
after away from the cabinet and the foreign office for ten days; and when he came
back the Franco-German crisis was over. But it remains extraordinary that even
Lloyd George was not informed of the conversations till 1911, and the cabinet as
a whole not till 1912.
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